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mentioned above, and the building of the Great Wall. As is often the case when historical facts are simplified, the attribution of the Great Wall tp the first Ch'in Emperor represents only a part of the truth. Already in the course of the preceding centuries, during the time of the Warring Kingdoms, because of incessant strife between the states and repeated invasions by the barbarians, the northern and western marches had fortified their frontiers facing the steppes with lines of earthworks not unlike the limes of the Roman Empire. The Gh'in, a western march, had also strengthened its frontier facing the state of Tai. These fortified lines, therefore, put the origins of the Great Wall back to the fourth century B.C.
During the Ch'in dynasty China was threatened by a new enemy, the Hiung-nu or Huns, who penetrated as far as the steppes of Mongolia. The Emperor had all the defensive earthworks connected up into a single fortified line to protect the northern frontier. He is said to have employed in this gigantic undertaking no fewer than three thousand soldiers and as many prisoners, criminals, tradesmen and unemployed. Any workman who left a crack in the stonework large enough to admit the point of a needle could be condemned to death. As the difficulties seemed to become insurmountable the Emperor consulted a soothsayer who told him that the Wall would not be completed until ten thousand men lay buried underneath it. This was too much even for the tyrant who compromised with the celestial powers by having a man buried alive bearing round his neck a tablet on which was engraved a character signifying ten thousand. From that moment the work progressed more rapidly. This is but one of the many legends surrounding the building of the Great Wall.
Succeeding Emperors consolidated the immense defensive work whose most important sectors in their present state date _ back to the Ming period of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. The Wall never fails to make an unforgettable impression on the tourist who visits it today. Built of granite blocks, stone and brick, and rising to a height of twenty-three feet, it carries on the top a paved military road wide enough
to allow two cars to pass and is defended on both sides by
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